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       People Organized in Defense of Earth and her Resources
    Know the Truth! 

  Behind Zero Tolerance
The Safe Schools Act was passed at the state level in 1995 and outlined Zero Tolerance under Chapter 37 of the Education Code. Teachers and parents were growing concerned about the use of alcohol and drugs and the supposed increase of violence in schools. Everyone hoped that with the implementation of Zero Tolerance “students [considered] violent, abusive or chronically disruptive” would be removed from the classroom. Unfortunately this policy is now disproportionately affecting students of color. Students are attending public schools that now foster a prison-like environment with metal detectors, cameras, and constant monitoring by police officers. While it is important for schools to be safe, students of color are now being targeted more frequently and forced out of the classroom for petty offenses such as carrying tylenol. 
· Students of color are suspended and expelled at increasing rates for non-violent and subjectively defined offenses

· Students expelled and/or suspended for petty incidents fall behind in school, increasing their chances of dropping out

· Black students comprise 16.9% of nation’s public school population yet amount to 32% of all suspensions

· Reported crime levels in schools have no changed much since the 1970s YET the number of suspensions has doubled from 3.7% in 1974 to 6.8% in 1998
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               People Organized in Defense of Earth and her Resources
               Tras la verdad…

           la Cero tolerancia 
La Acta de Escuelas Seguras fue aprobada al nivel estatal en 1995 y detalla la politica de Cero Tolerancia debajo del Capitulo  del Codigo de Educacion. Maestros y padres estaban preocupados sobre el uso de alcol y drogas y el supuesto aumento de violencia en esucelas. Todos esperaban que con la Cero Tolerancia “estudiantes [considerados] violentos, abusivos o disruptivos cronicamente” serian removidos del salon de clase. Desafortunadamente esta politica esta afectando mas a nuestros estudiantes de color. Las escuelas que atienden estan fomentando un ambiente de prision con los detectores metales, las camaras y policias que los vigilan a todo tiempo. Aunque es importante que escuelas sean seguras, estudiantes de color se encuentran victimas de esta politica que solo los hecha afuera del salon. 

· Estudiantes de color son suspendidos y expelidos con mas frecuencia por ofensas que no son violentas

· Estudiantes suspendidos y expelidos por incidentes minimos se quedan atras academicamente, aumentando la posibilidad de abandono escolar
· Aunque estudiantes Afro-Americanos abarcan 16.9% de la populacion estudiantil, abarcan 32% de todas suspenciones

· El nivel de crimen reportado hoy en escuelas es lo mismo que fue reportado en los 1970s. Sin embargo, el numero de suspenciónes ha aumentado de 3.7% en 1974 a 6.8% en 1998
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