Four Groups File Lawsuit against Austin City Council:   Public vote omitted - to move Animal Shelter to East Austin neighborhood

PODER, Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighborhood Planning Team, Old West Austin Neighborhood Association (OWANA), and Fix Austin held a press conference on Tuesday, October 2, 2007 in front of City Hall, 201 West Cesar Chavez Street at 10:00 AM.

 Four groups are challenging the secret decision-making by the Austin City Council, some members of which have conspired with city staff to avoid a public vote on the political hot-potato issue of whether to move the city’s animal shelter to an East Austin neighborhood.

The groups are angry that according to city staff, the Austin City Council has already decided to use bond funds to move the city’s animal shelter from its current location of Lady Bird Lake to the Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighborhood in East Austin.  If the city staff is correct, then the Austin City Council has violated the Texas Open Meetings Act by failing to give public notice of its deliberations on two controversial subjects: (1) whether to abandon the current centrally located shelter site, and (2) whether to amend the 2003 ordinance approving the Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighborhood’s Plan to change the use of land designated for residential development or sports fields or a playground.  

The lawsuit, Cause No. D-1-GN-003351 was filed in District Court of Travis County, Texas on October 1, 2007. The above four groups are asking the Court to declare void any Austin City Council action taken to authorize use of bond funds to move the Animal Shelter to East Austin.

Members of PODER and Govalle/Johnston Terrace Neighborhood Planning Team have been cleaning up East Austin and have experienced the escalation of property taxes and the displacement of affordable housing.  East Austin residents want the city’s proposed site for the Animal Shelter, 7201 Levander Loop, to be used for future affordable housing and small community business development.  OWANA and Fix Austin want the Animal Shelter to remain at its current centrally located site.  These four groups have joined forces to end secret decision-making of public policies and funds.
